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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1 .56, there is hereby 
provided certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of the 
subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of record if it 
is deemed material to the examination of the application. 

1 . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

la. El A list of all patents, publications, applications, or other information submitted for 
consideration by the office. 

lb. ^ Each foreign patent, with an English translation, listed on the attached PTO-1449; 

2. ^ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b): 

^ Before the mailing of the first Office action on the merits; 

3. ^ This application is a continuation-in-part application under 35 U.S.C. §120 of prior 

appHcation 10/389,300, filed March 15, 2003. 

4. K The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fee required or credit any 

overpayment for this Information Disclosure Statement and/or Petition to Jones Day 
Deposit Account No. 50-3013. 

5. K No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered 

to be, material to patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other 
than a search report of a foreign counterpart application or PCT International Search 
Report if submitted herewith). 37 C.F.R. §§1 .97(g) and (h). 
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